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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


& POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XLII, NO. 8, SEPTEMBER, 2021. 


North of 60° ------- 


CARD TOKENS OF THE CASSIAR 


In the July/August, 1998 issue of this newsletter, Les Hill presented an article on these tokens. 
I felt it was important enough to feature a colored front page. 


We have acquired a small hoard of these tokens. Some are offered for sale in this issue, while 
others will be offered for sale on eBay. See page 105. I wanted to take this opportunity to give 
you the full details of this hoard, including the quantities available. 


These tokens are from the estate of Glen Simpson of Fairbanks. Mr. Simpson was born in 
Atlin, British Columbia, the great grandson of W. Scott Simpson. These tokens have come 
down through the family. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, August 10, 1927. 

Cassiar’s “Grand Old Man” is Dead 

Walter Scott Simpson, Canadian agent for the Cassiar Indians since 1910, died recently at 
McDames Creek of heart trouble aged 73. For many years before entering government service 
he had been prospecting, mining and operating trading posts in the Cassiar District in asso- 
ciation with Capt. JF: Callbreath. He went to McDames Creek more than a third of a century 
ago as factor for the Hudson's Bay Company with which company he had been associated from 
early manhood. Governor Simpson, of the Hudsons Bay Company, and his uncle, Sir George 
Simpson, a high official and explorer for the Hudson’s Bay Company, were prominent for many 
decades in the Province of Ontario and the Dominion. 


Walter Scott Simpson for many years had been nicknamed “The Grand Old Man of the Cassiar.” 
He was loved and admired by all that went that way. He is survived by his widow and three 
sons and two daughters; Walter Scott Simpson, Jr. of Clearwater, B.C.; John C. Simpson, Tele- 
graph Creek, B.C; Fred Stanley Simpson, Wrangell, Alaska; Mrs. O.R. Larson, Boise, Idaho; 
and Miss Florence Simpson, Seattle. 


The information that follows is from Les Hill’s article, and Mr. Simpson’s notes and corre- 
spondence. 


“It was surprising to learn of so many new items as I had known of only 6 prior to this. 
Previously I had thought that only the Callbreath Simpson & Callbreath cards existed however 
your cards reveal that an earlier company also used cards, Callbreath Grant & Cook (1882- 
1892.” 

letter from Les Hill to Glen Simpson, Jan. 18, 1998. 


gis 


The green 50¢ tokens are clearly marked CG&C with McD (for McDames) below. The reverse 
has the diamond C. All of the orange $1 tokens are quite worn, with only the diamond C barely 
visible. We have (7) of the 50¢ and (8) of the $1. 


continued on page 97 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I think there is some exciting news in this issue for a 
small group of our subscribers. We have a small hoard 
of Cassiar card tokens, as noted in the lead article. 
The “rare” items (1-4 pieces) will be sold on eBay. 
Others can be found on the fixed price list in this 
issue. See page 105. 


These are so uncommon (dare I say rare) that there is 
no established market for these. Selling the better 
pieces on eBay gives everyone the opportunity bid 
up to their limit, and then deciding “it’s not worth 
that much to me.” 


But financial consideration aside, if I sold them to 
collector X, collector Y would want to know why I 
did not consider him. Many collectors over the years 
have supported this newsletter. Some have helped 
me put together my token collection. How do I de- 
cide who to favor with a private sale? And at what 
price? 


The token collecting community is rather small, and 
the community of collectors of Alaska, Yukon and 
Northern British Columbia tokens is even smaller. 
Word gets around. If I favor collector X, then col- 
lectors Y, Z, A, B and C will learn of it. Likewise, if 
I have five examples of a rare token, and I dribble 
them out, the buyers likely will know each other. 
Word gets around. This would probably result in five 
unhappy people who thought they were buying the 
only one. 


There is, of course, a limited market for these to- 
kens. I think that those being offered for sale will be 
sufficient, if not too many to satisfy this market. This 
way, everyone gets a chance to get something. 


So I hope this method of disposing of the small hoard 
meets with your approval. 


Also in this issue we have two fun articles. Tom 
Dalrymple discusses the Chitina Museum token that 
had long eluded him. David July presents a contem- 
porary look at Thorn’s Showcase Lounge, mentioned 
in the last issue. A special thanks to them. 


There is a large price list of modern, plastic Yukon 
tokens. Even though modern, these are hard to find. 
And we have a few more pages of tokens and medals 
for sale. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, 4th Ave Liquor, 25¢, B-19a 6.01 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12'2¢, B-4a 89.88 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg Co., 5¢, B-la 25.000B 
Juneau, AH King, 50¢, B-42c 20.000B 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 5¢, B-53adamaged 25.000B 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie, 2¢, B-la 11.00 
Ketchikan, Bingle Club, 12%¢, B-5.2? 16.60 
King Salmon, NCO Club, $1, B-le 39.500B 
Kodiak, US NAB, B-15a 145.05 
Long, Willis, Bingle Long, (2) 25¢, B-2a 149.950B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 22.49 
Nome, Sam Dannenbaum, no denom. B-18a 312.57 
Palmer, ARRC, $5, B-l1g 550.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h 535.00 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 169.50 
Seward, Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 34.950B 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12%2¢, B-14a 27.09 
Shemya, NCO Open Mess, 25¢, B-2f 46.55 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Can., $1.25 box B-2a 32.99 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 33.00 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 29.990B 
Hudson Bay Co., E.M., 1/8 MB 225.000B 
Hudson Bay Co., E.M., 1/4 MB 316.00 
Hudson Bay Co., Eastern Dist., set of 6 167.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; | SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the 


Record. 
wOO* 8 OF OR Ok ok Ok 


NUMISMATIC LITERARY GUILD WINNER!!! 


NLG has named Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Nu- 
mismatist the “Best Professional Periodical” in their 
2021 awards. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


CASSIAR CARD TOKENS, conz: 


Those tokens found with a diamond C or diamond S 


are presumably for Callbreath, Simpson & Callbreath 


(1895-1898). 


There are two varieties of the 25¢ tokens. Both are 
pale green. The first has only the diamond S on both 
sides. We have three of these. 


\ 


The other variety has a red C over a black diamond 
S, and McDames in red below. One has McDames 
on both sides, the other only on one side. We have 
(1) each of these. 


There are only (2) blue 50¢ tokens; (1) diamond S 
and (1) diamond C. Both are marked McDames. The 
diamond S is marked on both sides. 


There are three varieties of the orange $1. The first 


is a diamond S with McD and McDames on the ob- 
verse, and S (without the diamond) and McDames 
on the reverse (1 only). 


; 


The second is a diamond C with McDames below. 
We have (4) of these. 


Finally, the last $1 is a diamond C with Dease below 
on both sides. The diamond on this token is more 
square than on the others, indicating a different hand 
marked the tokens. We have only (1) of these. 


The yellow $5 tokens have a hole in the center. We 
have (2) with the diamond S. 


“A third company, Callbreath Cook & Co. existed 
from 1892 to at least 1905, and at this time it would 
seem that those signed by GDC (George D. Cox) who 
Trecord from 1898 to 1905 as manager of the GC&Co 
store at Laketon, was the issuer for the company.” 

letter from Les Hill to Glen Simpson, 
Jan. 18, 1998. 
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CASSIAR CARD TOKENS, cont. 


CALLBREATH, cook & Co., 


ESTABLISHED 1873. 
General Merchants. 


Packing, Forwarding and 
Warehouseing. 


Crock and Mollame'’s Creek. STORES at Telegraph 
Creek, Dease Creek and McDaine's Creek, and agents for 
Wright & Calibresth, General Merchants, Teslin Lake. 


The blue 50¢ token is marked GDC on the obverse 
(1 only). The orange $1 is similar to the 50¢. It is 
the most common. We have 25. 


Many of these tokens are marked 2/-, 4/- and 8/-. 
The significance of these markings are not known. 
At first glance, they appear to be markings for the 
old British monetary system of pounds, shillings and 
pence. Asan example, 2 shilling 6 pence would be 
written 2/6. A marking of 2/- would indicate 2 shil- 
ling, no pence. The conversion from shillings to cents 
or dollars does not work at these ratios. At approxi- 
mately $5 to £1, 2 shillings would be about 50¢. The 
50¢ tokens are marked 4/-. 


Or perhaps trade was conducted in British shillings, 
but the printed token were in cents and dollars. Not 
entirely out of the question. 


A more logical assumption is that they are marked in 
“bits,” 2 bits being 25¢, 4 bits being 50¢ and 8 bits 


being $1. Simple math would also tell an illiterate 
person that it took two 2/- to equal 4/-, etc. 


Telling you how many we have is purely selfish. For 
those tokens of which we only have | or 2, we ex- 
pect the bidders to be more generous in their bids, 
knowing there is not a large hoard hanging over the 
market. For those tokens of which we have more, 
the bidder can determine the value and bid accord- 
ingly. And there is no reason to be upset when an- 
other example appears on eBay. The tokens vary in 
condition from near new, to well used; bright color 
or faded. Duplicate tokens will be offered best qual- 
ity first, realizing that this is a subjective judgment. 
With this information, you can better determine what 
you are willing to bid. 


Only samples are shown in this article. There are 
minor variations that will become apparent when 
these tokens are offered for sale, with both sides il- 
lustrated. 


COINS AS BUTTONS 


2-19-98 
Dear Mr. Hill, 
Enclosed is a photo copy of fourteen coins collected 
by my grandmother at Telegraph Creek in the Thir- 
ties. She said that people would cut them off their 
ceremonial clothing when times were tough and spend 
them in her store. They were pierced by punching 
and used just as pearl buttons were used in the N.W. 
coast tradition 
Sincerely, 
Glen Simpson 
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HYLAND POST 


Dear Glen, 

It was nice talking with you the other night and dis- 
cussing the northern card money. It was especially 
interesting to learn that you are quite familiar with 
the Cassiar region and sometimes visit there, as you 
may be able to acquire a bit of information that has 
eluded me so far. The Hylands operated what they 
called Hyland Post some 75 miles east of Telegraph 
Creek where they could winter their horses, between 
1926 and 1938. It seems that they made crude brass 
tokens for use with the natives. These are interesting 
items for token collectors especially those who col- 
lect the fur traders tokens. Photo-copies are enclosed 
for your information and it is my hope that you can 
enquire of your friends the next time that you have 
occasion to visit the area to learn if anyone has actu- 
ally seen them or can recall their use. As items like 
this can be fabricated easily to fraud collectors, it is 
my desire to establish that they were actually used in 
Hyland Post. I do not have any doubts but that they 
are original but prefer proof before writing them up 
for our numismatic research group. 


no date 


Since learning of these tokens I have come across 
evidence that they came out of Telegraph Creek. I 
understand that GD. Ewen was Indian Agent there 
from 1956 to 1962 and acquired a few sets before he 
left. He donated one set to the national collection in 
Ottawa in 1973 and a couple of sets were sold lo- 


I 


cally on Vancouver Island about 6 years ago...’ 


“Crude brass tokens used at Hyland Post by Robert 
Hyland Jr. and his son Steele from about 1926 until 
1938.” 

letter from Les Hill to Glen Simpson 


HYLAND & BELFRY 


Also included in this purchase were (3) Hyland & 
Belfry $1 tokens from Liard Post. Most of these to- 
kens are found showing signs of burial. This is true 
of (2) of these pieces, but the third is a nice AU. It is 
better than the one in my collection! 


This AU piece will be an eBay auction. The other 
two pieces are available for purchase and can be found 
on page 106. 


WORLD ICE ART 


Glen Simpson was born in Atlin, British Columbia 
of Canadian pioneer and Tahltan-Kaska Indian heri- 
tage. He received his M.F.A. from the Rochester In- 
stitute of Technology. 


He was Professor Emeritus in the Art Department at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Glen was best 
known for his metal sculpting. Much of his work re- 
lated to reinterpreting traditional Native-Alaskan 
imagery and symbols in non-traditional forms. 


This uniface bronze medal was part of the collec- 
tion. We can only assume that he participated in the 
ice carving championship, either as a carver or a 
judge. There was an adhesive tab on the reverse, so 
it was probably removed from a trophy or plaque. 
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WHAT?’S DICK READING? 


Jan. 2nd, 1999 
Dear Glen, 
A friend in Prince Rupert sent me a couple of photo 
copied pages from a book that he suggested that I 
get. Your great grand fathers name is mentioned on 
one page and I at once thought of you. 
letter from Les Hill to Glen Simpson 


The book is “This Was The North” by Anton Money 
with Ben East. We have the largest out of print se- 
lection of Alaska books in Fairbanks. I went to our 
shelves and pulled a copy. 


“All of Telegraph Creek had turned out to welcome 
us... (ed. note: the first boat of the season, May, 1923) 


“Two independent traders, Frank Callbreath and Bob 
Hyland, had left their trading posts to stand with 
Harry Dodd, the gold commissioner, watching the 
bustle. The Reverend Thorman and his English bride 
joined Jackson, the telegraph operator, and his wife, 
greeted old friends, as did Scott Simpson, Indian 
agent of forty years’ standing, whom I would come 
to know as the Grand Old Man of the Cassiar.”’ 


This book describes Mr. Money’s travels in northern 
British Columbia and Yukon. He came to Telegraph 
Creek from England to work for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. The manager of the store in Telegraph 
Creek did not teach him the fur trade business, so he 
went exploring. He went north via Dease Lake, Dease 
River, McDame Creek, Lower (Liard) Post to Frances 
Lake and the Finlayson River where he mined for 
gold. 


What is of interest to us is the mention of the traders, 
and trade tokens! 


“T had learned from the Indian back in the summer 
that there was a trading post over the divide on the 
Pelly River at Pelly Banks, so seventy-five miles by 
rough trail northwest of my cabin. It was one of a 
dozen scattered on the side streams of the Yukon ba- 


sin, belonging to the Taylor & Drury Company, an 
outfit that had its headquarters and main store in 
Whitehorse. 


Thad sold some of my summer 8 poke of gold in Tele- 
graph Creek, taking in exchange a letter of credit 
good at any Hudsons Bay Company post, plus some 
ten- and twenty-dollar gold pieces. I knew that Indi- 
ans understood and accepted gold coins, but had 
absolutely no confidence in paper money -- maybe 
because few of them could read and so could not tell 
one denomination from another. But in the farthest 
interior, gold coins or metal trade tokens issued by 
the trading companies passed among them readily. 


By this time the card tokens had long since disap- 
peared, and the aluminum and brass tokens of Tay- 
lor, Drury & Pedlar were the primary medium of ex- 
change. 

* OK Ke KK KK K KK KK KK KK KK K KK 


Klondike Cattle Drive by Norman Lee, 1960. 


This is an account of an attempt to drive cattle from 
Chilcotin, BC to Dawson in 1898 that failed miser- 
ably. One can only read so much of misery on the 
trail before it gets tiresome, especially if it ends in 
failure. There are a couple hours of my life I will 
never get back! 


However, there were two items of interest. 


In a letter home, he asks that any mail be sent c/o 
John Calbreath, Telegraph Creek. 


Later in the book, he gives a less than glowing de- 
scription of Telegraph Creek: 


Tumble into Telegraph Creek, a miserable one horse 
place. One or two stores, the inevitable whisky house 
and few tents...I found that it was impossible to get 
rid of any quantity of beef at T:C., Glenora, or at 
Teslin, so saw that the only remaining thing to do 
was to build scows at Teslin, and take the beef down 
the river to Dawson. 


They made Teslin where the cattle were butchered 
and scows were built. After three days on Teslin Lake, 
Norman Lee gave up the enterprise and made a simi- 
larly miserable trip back down to Wrangell. 
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CHITINA MYSTERY TOKEN 


by Tom Dalrymple 


Something more interesting than just heavily-laden 
railcars flowed from the typographically challenged 
Kennecott Mine to Cordova by way of McCarthy and 
Chitina. Along with 4.6 million tons of crushed ore - 
in those then-manageable 140 Ib. sacks - came the 
kind of odd if not mysterious stories which so often 
accompany extraordinary economic events in exceed- 
ingly remote places. 


Topping the list of course is the tale of McCarthy 
Rose and - along with it - the sad significance of 
Preisner’s blood-stained pharmacy tokens to all who 
study and/or collect Alaska exonumia. 


While it would be a stretch then to say Chitina’s 
Alaska Centennial “Museum Commemorative” 
comes in as a close second, it certainly does - to its 
credit - nonetheless to offer its very own rather unique 
and curious set of questions. 


First of all, what group/organization - or perhaps per- 
son - was behind its production, and why? The sig- 
nificance of this question becomes all the more ap- 
parent once one realizes that - according to Pg. 109 
of the IRS’s Cumulative List of 501(c)(3) Organiza- 
tions (Pub 78 - 1968) - there was no “Chitina His- 
torical Society” in existence at the time; let alone did 
any such officially non-existent organizations ever 
build an actual/physical Museum there. 


Secondly, what could have caused such a small 
(24mm), thin (1mm) and just the facts - plain brass 
commemorative to become so rarely seen; if not truly 
scarce? Put another way, wouldn’t it have been nigh- 


on impossible to avoid ordering a rather large quan- 
tity of these decidedly inexpensive commemoratives 
no matter how little one had - nor wished - to spend? 


Given that I have been unable to definitively answer 
either of those two questions from the comfort of my 
desk what follows is - quite admittedly - mere specu- 
lation based solely on what the internet was willing 
to divulge: 


With regards to this commemorative’s namesake the 
one and only mention I could find regarding the lo- 
cation of even a “planned museum” in Chitina came 
by way of a 2005 cultural assessment survey. On 
page 86 the engineers who toured the town noted a 
“large depression” next to the Edgerton Highway 
which had been “excavated as the basement [thereof] 
in the early 1970's: 


https://dot.alaska. gov/nreg/projects/LakinaRiver 
BridgeResourses/OHA197-McCarthyRd2005Report. 
pdf 


While it might seem presumptuous of me to argue 
with those boots on the ground I can’t help but think 
that the history of that site might instead date back to 
the Centennial itself when we know for an absolute 
fact that there were State Funds available for the spe- 
cific purpose of constructing museums. 


By way of just one example that 
little town at the end-of-the line did 
just exactly that, “utilizing Alaska 
State Centennial grant funds [to] 
build the Cordova Historical 
Zam, Societys Museum...in 1967” (with 
tare the same in fact being an “official 
organization” as per the IRS’s Put 
j 78 - 1968, page 138: 


1 https://www.thecordovatimes.com/ 
2017/05/13/ —museum-memories- 
24/ 


CHITINA MYSTERY TOKEN, cont. 


Suffice it to say that it seems entirely possible that 
folks with ties to - or at least knowledge of - the go- 
ings on in neighboring Cordova wished much the 
same for Chitina. That being the case, it is also pos- 
sible then that the latter’s small, holed commemora- 
tive was part/parcel of a fund-raising campaign for 
the construction of and/or operations of a hoped -for 
Chitina Museum. 


Turning then to the Chitina Centennial’s reason-for- 
being-around in any great quantity I can think of two 
(2) possible answers, given that I have already ruled 
out the budget as being a limiting factor. 


First - and perhaps the most believable - they were 
ordered and received in good numbers but were sim- 
ply never distributed to any great extent. That might 
in fact also indicate that a large cache/horde yet ex- 
ists in someone’s closet/attic. 


Okay, that or... is it at all possible that the few which 
have been seen/found were not in fact “part/parcel” 
of a somewhat large production run, but - instead - 
just salesman’s samples and/or proofs offered up to 
a potential customer? Again, there is very little about 
this issue to suggest that it was the creation/result of 
anyone’s long/devoted artistic talents/efforts. Truth 
be known, the existence of that hole leads me to won- 
der even more if a bit of quick die work applied to a 
ready inventory of excess blanks - struck solely for 
marketing purposes - could be what was behind what 
some might consider to be the most unimaginative 
Centennial issue ever. 


Even if so however to me it is - and will long remain- 
a thing of great beauty in all of its elegantly-small 
size and simplicity. To put it another way, I had waited 
a very long time to merely catch a glimpse of a sure 
“‘nough Chitina Museum Centennial commemorative; 
so long in fact that I actually began to doubt its very 
existence. And no; it didn’t help knowing there was 
so very little in the way of logic/reasoning support- 
ing the production of same. 


Then again, it did appear on Kurtis Hawk’s excellent 
listing of Alaska Centennials and there were (sup- 
posedly...) eye witness accounts by others who were 
equally credible so it remained on my “watch list” 
nonetheless. This, even as the specimen I ended up 


bidding on literally had to be pointed out to me by 
you-know-who; and thus the impetus to at least pro- 
vide an article on the same. 


Meanwhile - as for the little town of Chitina itself - 
one might suppose that if it had fulfilled its original/ 
planned destiny to become the junction for train ser- 
vice north to Fairbanks then it would in fact have 
most likely built a museum in its own honor. As it is 
however - or as near as I can tell anyway - all we 
have to show for it instead is a large depression of 
questionable origins and one very small, thin and 
suffocatingly-plain brass commemorative which en- 
joys much the same status. 


Well that, and the ruins of a mill town up stream which 
- despite the fact that it never learned how to spell its 
own name - did for a time provide plenty of activity 
and at least one very intriguing tale. 


Or then again, perhaps two. 


Ed. Note: Tom collects 1959 to 1967 Alaska tokens 
and medals. Here is his current want list. There are 
some here we have never seen! 


1962 Sitka, Alaska Native Brotherhood, silver 

1964 Earthquake, dark chocolate bronze 

1967 Seward “Cornerstone of Empire”, silver 

1967 Anchorage, Friendly Fireside Lounge, silver 

1967 Anchorage, Jane Mears JH, ox. silver 

1967 Anchorage, O’Neill’s trade dollar, silver 

1967/1867 Pres. & 1st Lady Johnson, silver 

1967 AK Comm. Region, silver, brass, goldene 

1967 Anchorage, Moose Lodge, silver, ox. CN, brs 

1967 Hope, Comm. gold strike 1894, CN 

1967 AK Aviation Comm., brass or goldene 

1967 Eskimotel & Kashim Room encased cent 

1967 Ft. Wainwright-Eielson Barber Shop, aluminum 

1967 Fairbanks, Palace Saloon, plastic with gold 
nuggets, thick paper variety. 


and finally... 
Kaltag, Adolph Muller, 25¢, 50¢, $1. B-1 a-c 


If you have any to spare, contact the editor, and I will 
put Tom in touch with you. 
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THORN’S SHOWCASE LOUNGE 


by David July 
January, 2018. 


One of the best parts of travelling is dis- 
covering and trying local bars and res- 
taurants. Whether researched in ad- 
vance or not, I generally have very good 
luck with my selections and often wish 
to return to them. Alaska was no differ- 
ent in this regard and although I enjoyed 
every place we visited, several of them 
stood out as immediate favorites. 
Among those is a restaurant and lounge 
that has been in Seward for many decades. 


With its red padded seating, string lighting and erst- 
while decor, walking into Thorn’s Showcase Lounge 
is almost like a trip back in time. A short distance 
from Resurrection Bay on Fourth Avenue, Thorn’s 
Showcase Lounge is probably best known for serv- 
ing “bucket of butt” halibut meals, pouring stiff cock- 
tails and displaying a large collection of vintage Jim 
Beam whiskey decanters. Some people say that the 
interior brings to mind the look and feel of Las Ve- 
gas in the 1960s; I saw a dimly lit retro joint delight- 
fully filled with character, coolness and a bit of kitsch. 


The origin of Thorn’s Showcase Lounge is tied to 
another place, Gil’s Lounge, which was established 
in 1946 or 1947 in the Palace Cafe Building by Harley 
“Hal” Otto Gilfillen (1903-1989) and his wife Clara 
or Clair. A few years later in 1950, Gil’s Lounge re- 
located to 208 Fourth Avenue. The Gilfillens oper- 
ated Gil’s Lounge until 1961, at which time they sold 
the business to Dorothy Johnson. 


Meanwhile on 
Sunday, 02 
March 1952, a 
man called 
Louis Eugene 
“Gene” Thorn 
arrived in Seward and shortly thereafter started em- 
ployment as a bartender. Born on Friday 15 May 
1931, Thorn used his time serving drinks to learn 
about the industry, leading to his future ownership of 
liquor licenses and businesses. He was profession- 
ally associated with several notorious bars including 
Palace (1904-1917, 1933-1985) at 133 Fourth Av- 
enue in 1962; Solly’s (1956-1980) at 406 Washing- 


ton Street in 1966; and Gil’s Lounge in 1967. Thorn 
met and married a nurse who had moved to Seward 
from New York in 1959, Patricia “Pat” Ann Clancy 
Thorn (1937-2017). 


Although the signage on the southern exterior wall 
says that Thorn’s was established in 1962, my re- 
search suggests that Gene and Pat purchased Gil’s 
Lounge from Dorothy Johnson in 1967. Several fires 
and earthquakes had dealt devastating blows to 
Seward, but it was a fire in January 1971 that de- 
stroyed the Thorn’s business. By Wednesday, 20 
October 1971, they had rebuilt and renamed the bar. 
Together, the Thorns owned and operated their busi- 
ness for fifty years while also raising a family in- 
cluding children Craig, Steven E. and Karyn. Pat 
passed away on 20 September 2017. By his own 
account in April 2017, Gene had been housebound 
for the previous six months following a stroke that 
impacted the use of one arm. 


With its relatively small interior and low ceiling, I 
can only imagine how smoky this place must have 
been during the heyday of cigarette smoking. Indeed, 
there was apparently an ashtray next to the toilet. As 
part of a growing trend for Alaska’s businesses, 
Thorn’s Showcase Lounge went smoke-free on Tues- 
day, 01 April 2014. By Friday, 23 January 2015, 
Thorn’s had also signed a resolution in support for 
statewide smoke-free workplaces legislation. 


Having learned about Thorn’s Showcase Lounge from 
my folks, Carol and Ross Nichelson, who stopped in 
for a meal several weeks prior to my arrival in Alaska, 
I knew that I wanted to see it for myself. It was cold 
and raining as we drove into Seward, so we decided 
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THORN’S SHOWCASE LOUNGE, cont. 


to go ahead and have lunch first. Stepping through 
the small vestibule to the inside of the restaurant, I 
immediately decide that I liked the joint regardless 
of however my succeeding experiences might turn 
out. As it was only lunchtime, I had my meal with a 
pint of my favorite local beer: Alaskan Amber. Ev- 
erything we ordered was fresh and delicious. 


About seven hours later and after considering dinner 
at a few place like Ray’s Waterfront at the marina, 
we walked back inside Thorn’s and returned to our 
table from lunch, the easternmost half-booth along 
the northern wall. As before, everything we had was 
great, but of particular note are the tater tots - per- 
fectly cooked to be crispy on the outside yet fluffy 
on the inside - and the generously apportioned cock- 
tails made at the bar and delivered by the waitress. 


Speaking of liquor, the hundreds of Jim Beam whis- 
key decanters adorning the wall showcases represent 
only part of a larger collection by Gene Thorn. Dur- 
ing his visit, Ryan Reynolds learned that “Thorn had 
two full bottles in this basement for every one that is 
displayed” and that his “massive collection encom- 
passes several decades worth” of the specialty bottles. 


I do not know when I will next travel to Alaska, but 
Thorn’s Showcase Lounge is the kind of place for 
which I would make a special trip to visit again. With 


it low-key casual nature, fantastic meals and killer 
cocktails, there is something for everyone at Thorn’s. 
If they keep it up, they should be able to carry on for 
another fifty years and I hope that they do. 


Guest author David July is an emergency manager 
for the Florida Department of Transportation. When 
off duty, he enjoys travel, nature, photography, and 
researching the pasts of visited places. These photo- 
graphs, histories, and travel reports are periodically 
published to his website, Mount Sutro, where the full 
version of this article can be viewed: https:// 
mountsutro.org/2018/01/07/1247/ 


Ed. Note: Gene Thorn passed away August 29, 2020. 
In addition to his family and businesses, he was a 
passionate supporter of youth sports. 


NEW DTG CHIP 


From our man on the ground in Dawson, Vic Tubman, 
we received examples of the new $5 chip from Dia- 
mond Tooth Gerties issued for their 50th Anniver- 
sary as “Canada’s Oldest Gambling Hall.” 


The chip is orangy-red with two black inserts. The 
applique in the center is predominantly black, yel- 
low and orange. It features a can-can girl on the ob- 
verse, and Diamond Tooth Gerties building on the 
reverse. 


We have a few of these available for $10 each, plus 
postage. 
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CASSIAR CARD TOKENS FOR SALE 


Quality 3 Quality 2 


Callbreath, Grant & Cook, set of 2, pale green 50¢ and orange $1. I have broken these into three qualities 
based upon the 50¢ token: 


Quality 1 


1) Nice and clean; 2) Maybe slightly dirty, maybe a bit light on the printing; 3) The worst, but still fully 
legible. These will be paired with an orange $1 token, all of which are not very nice. Subjectively, I will put 
the best $1 with the best 50¢, and on down the line. 


Quality 1: $200 (two available) 
Quality 2: $175 (four available) 
Quality 3: $150 (one available) 
There is an extra $1, the worst of the 8: $10 


Callbreath, Cook & Co., signed GDC (George D. Cox), manager of the Laketon store. All are pretty nice. 
I will select the best available at the time of your order. 


GDC, (Laketon): $25 (25 available) 

Terms of Sale: Limit one per subscriber until Octo- 
ber Ist. Subscribers wanting more than one and non- 
subscribers will be put on a wait list until October 
Ist, when any not sold will be available. 

Phone call or email are recommended. We will ship 


on approval to subscribers. You can pay upon receipt, 
adding the actual postage to your invoice. 


The other Cassiar tokens in this issue will be sold on eBay starting about September 15. 
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MORE TOKENS FROM THE GLEN SIMPSON ESTATE 


WHITEHORSE, YUKON LIARD POST, B.C. 


Taylor, Drury, Pedlar, $10 in trade, B-7e 50.00 


Hyland & Belfry, $1, dug, corroded 200.00 


Hyland & Belfry, $1, dug, corroded 200.00 


PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL 
SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 


As above, $20, digs on reverse, B-7f 75.00 RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


ODDS N’ ENDS 


SEWARD 


NORTH SLOPE/VALDEZ 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline, 1973, set of 3: brass, 
bronze, CN. (bottom of left column) 24.00 


FAIRBANKS 
Eskimo Olympics, 1965, bronze 5.00 


PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL 
SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 
RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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MODERN YUKON TOKENS 
BEAVER CREEK ’ in , ZAR CITESS 


DIAMOND oe: a 

BEAVER TOOTH oO 

CREEK GERTIES St st trnaS 

COMMUNITY 25 CENTS See 
CLUB ‘S.KE 

Diamond Tooth Gerties, 25¢, B-P2a 45.00 


Beaver Creek Comm. Club, B-P1? 25.00 
CLINTON CREEK 
=z oe Diamond Tooth Gerties, 50¢, B-2b 25.00 
= | DIAMOND : 
Clinton Creek Community Club, B-Pla 15.00 TOOTH 


GERTIES 


Clinton Creek Curling Club, B-P2a 15.00 


DAWSON CITY 


D.C. M. F. 


GOOD FOR Diamond Tooth Gerties, $1, B-P2q 8.00 


ONE BEER 


Dawson City Music Festival set of 2, P-la+b 15.00 
MANY ITEMS ONLY ONE IN STOCK. IF 


PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL THE ITEM YOU ORDER HAS A SERIAL 
SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON NUMBER, THE ONE YOU RECEIVE MAY 
RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUALPOSTAGE. NOT BE THE ONE SHOWN. 
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MODERN YUKON TOKENS 


Diamond Tooth Gerties, $1, B-P2r 8.00 Diamond Tooth Gerties, $2.50, Chilkoot 8.00 


12.00 Diamond Tooth Gerties, $1, gold on grey 


— ae 


a so 


Diamond Tooth Gerties, $1 token 5.00 


Diamond Tooth Gerties, $2.50, 1997 8.00 


MANY ITEMS ONLY ONE IN STOCK. IF 
PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL THE ITEM YOU ORDER HAS A SERIAL 


SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON NUMBER, THE ONE YOU RECEIVE MAY 
RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. NOT BE THE ONE SHOWN. 
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MODERN YUKON TOKENS 


DESTRUCTION BAY WHITEHORSE 
K.L.A.A. K.L.A.A. 
GOOD FOR GOOD FOR 

ONE ONE 

BEER DRINK 
Kluane Lake Athletic Association, one beer, Lions Club Whitehorse, $1, B-P2c 20.00 

B-Pla 25.00 

KLAA, one drink, B-:P1b 30.00 
ELSA 


E.R.A. 


fee H ne Lions Club Whitehorse, $5, B-2d 25.00 


LIONS 
CLUBS OF 
WHITEHORSE 


Elsa Recreation Assoc. one drink, B-Pla 20.00 
FARO $1.00 


Lions Clubs Whitehorse, $1, B-2e (reduced) 20.00 
Lions Clubs Whitehorse, $5, B-2f (reduced) 20.00 


WHITEHORSE 


LABARGE 


Elks #536, B-Pla 35.00 
Lions Lake Labarge, 50¢, B-P2h (reduced) 20.00 
HAINES JUNCTION Lions Lake Labarge, $1, B-P2i (reduced) 25.00 
TAKHINI 
REC. CENTRE 
WHITEHORSE 
YUKON 
Shakwak Valley Comm. Club, one drink, Takhini Rec. Centre, B-P5a 30.00 
B-P3a. Pale blue or gray. 25.00 
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WHAT WALKED THROUGH THE DOOR? 


Every day is an adventure. We never know what is going to walk in. Obviously, the exciting items this 
month are the Cassiar tokens. But other items come in all the time. Most are one only in stock. 


CENTRAL KETCHIKAN 


Central Motor Inn, one drink, blk on wood. 5.00 


f COMMUNITY. 
UNITY 


9 I* 


Crabb’s Corner, one beer, blk on wood. 5.00 ; acahe 
as above, dirty 4.00 Community Unity, Crab Fest, brass, 1974 6.00 
SITKA 


FAIRBANKS 


Trade dollar, 1963, sterling . 30.00 
Club Alaskan, free drink, blk on wood, dirty 5.00 SOLDOTNA 


Pioneers of AK convention, 1978, 1 oz. sil. 40.00 


Masons, 10th Communication, 1991, ox. cn 15.00 
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WHAT WALKED THROUGH THE DOOR? 


JUNEAU NOME 


New York Exchange, 6'4¢, B-53bI 25.00 
Polet Store, $1, B-41h 25.00 
TELLER 
As above, B-53bII with hole 25.00 
FORT WAINWRIGHT 
Teller Commercial Co., 5¢, B-3al 4.00 
VALDEZ 


NCO OM, 25¢, B-3a 45.00 
KIVALINA 


(Copper Block) Buffet, 12'’2¢ I/T, B-4b, AU 35.00 
YAKUTAT 


Reindeer & Trading Co., 5¢, B-lall 4.00 
KOBUK 


Yakutat & Southern Ry., $1, B-3d 250.00 
YES BAY 


5.00 


AS above, 50¢, B-1b 5.00 Alaska Pacific Fisheries, $1, B-3e 150.00 
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EARLY CHRISTMAS IDEAS! 


SANTA CLAUS HOUSE: Everyone knows that 
Santa’s home is in North Pole, Alaska. In 1963, Santa 
Claus House issued a sterling silver trade dollar, good 
through Dec. 25, 1963. These are nearly 60 years 
old! 


These contain about .59 oz. of pure silver. Multiples 
are available for all your grandchildren and minions. 


$19.95 each 


i n + * a , ; 
SEASONS GREETING FROM ALASKA 
This is an attractive greeting card (on paper, not card stock) with the 1959 Trade Dollar attached. Original 
mailing envelope is included. We only have two of these left. Shown at a reduced size. 


$8.00 each 


1959 TRADE DOLLAR, without the greeting card. 
$5.00 each, 10 for $30.00 


1959 TRADE DOLLAR, restruck in 1965 in antique 
bronze. These have corroded from the sponge but 
not as bad as it sounds. $4.00 each 


1959 TRADE DOLLAR, restruck in 1964 in ster- 
ling silver. These have some freckling (not bad) from 
the sponge in the original holder. About .59 troy 
ounces of pure silver. 


$25.00 each 
1959 TRADE DOLLAR SET of Silver and Bronze PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL 


as above with matched number. One set only. SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 
$30.00 RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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